
Abstract 

 

 The paper Nation's logos and ethos in the thought of Feliks Koneczny and in  

a contemporary context is dedicated to the verification of whether the Polish civilisation 

researcher, historian and historiosophist Feliks Koneczny's theory is still up-to-date. The 

theory concerns the development of human communities and laws that govern them. 

Koneczny derived the notion of social development from biological determinism – the 

belief that all communities are governed by laws not unlike the ones that rule the world  

of living organisms: they are born, develop, achieve the peak of their development and 

then die. Moreover, Koneczny was a supporter of the belief that history is "abstract-

governed," or that behind every civilisation there is a set of ideas which shape the 

existence of a community. They have been in place since the beginnings of social 

structures, which they differentiate according to systems of values, religious beliefs, areas 

of laws and customs. The existence of civilizations is linked to internal matching. The 

principles and ideas regulating communal life must be unified – they cannot contradict one 

another. The beginning of the fall of any community is the confusion of principles and the 

loss of a unified goal.  

 The definition of a nation given by Koneczny places it in a civilisational context. 

The researcher called a nation a ,,civilisational association’’ and a civilisation a ,,method of 

social organization’’. This means that a nation is a creation of a civilisation and is subject 

to civilisational laws on par with other communities. Identifying a nation with  

a civilisational association is not sufficient for capturing its essence, because e.g. society  

or state are similar associations. That is why Koneczny completed his definition with such 

terms to describe associations as: high rank, organized towards achieving spiritual goals, 

personalistic and voluntary. These terms allow us to make conclusions about the ideas and 

principles behind a nation. An important idea is the conviction that there are values which 

transgress the material world. The researcher wrote: ,,Separateness of the spiritual world, 

its aptitude to act, purposefulness of its actions over generations cannot be explained 

otherwise than by assuming the existence of a human soul. In every soul, it is decided 

which forces we will yield to and which we will combat. We, therefore, posses free 

will’’.This material-spiritual dualism, resulting from the human nature, allowed Koneczny 

to define a standard of civilisational fulfilment, in which social life enjoys values which 

help develop both the material sphere (health and well-being) and the spiritual sphere 



                                                                        

 

(intellect, morality), as well as beauty, which belongs to both spheres. The culture of every 

nation should take into account the meaning of these spheres, giving them an appropriate 

rank. Disregarding the spiritual sphere leads to the appearance of material-oriented goals 

and the dominance of profit and cult of health, strength and beauty in the society; 

conversely, lack of concern for material goods will lead to a restriction of possibilities  

to incorporate spiritual values. Human fulfilment requires the existence of both spheres. 

Freedom made it possible to create a nation as a community which best corresponds  

to human characteristics.  

 Nation, as understood by Koneczny, is a voluntary community, created at a certain 

level of culture; it is the incorporation of ideals and goals, attained by the effort, sacrifice, 

fight with setbacks of generations who looked to the elevation of their community through 

various forms of cultural activity. The researcher thought it a misunderstanding to call 

ethnic communities nations. It is connected with the fact that these groups may be unable 

to create culture at such a level and quality that would allow them to create a national 

community. Moreover, several ethnic groups can form one nation. 

 It is customary to use the term nation to relate to national communities which 

pertain to different civilisations, while in reality not every civilisation generates the 

opportunity for a free society to arise and embark on the task of fulfilling spiritual goals. 

The only such civilisation is the Latin civilisation. The stages of social development, such 

as: freeing the family from the power of a kin or tribe leader, acquiring the right to posses 

and inherit property, possibility to choose profession and decide about one's own fate, as 

well as separation of private and public law were conductive to the emergence of a free 

personality that takes responsibility for its own fate and the fates of its close ones. In Latin 

civilisation, a belief called personalism appeared, in which a human being is free, active, 

creative, has its own rights and the task to discover the sense and aim of life and fulfil them 

so as to attain happiness. Personalism is not a simple individualism, but rather a vision of a 

human who lives in community with others. Active people, by their creative thinking and 

acting, engagement and entrepreneurship give direction to the community, guarantee its 

stability and lead to its development, through which they also serve it. 

 Koneczny avoided defining the nation as an ideological community; he was also 

reluctant to point to the state as the source of a nation. He rather showed it as a community 

of free people who took the heritage of the previous generations and tried to create culture 

with their own work, becoming happier in the process and multiplying the happiness in the 

community. Koneczny's work is an adequate model of the interpretation of a nation.  



The realism of beliefs resulting from researching human associations can make history  

a ,,teacher of life’’ enabling us to avoid repeating our mistakes in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


